The Bloody Assize
some foul jester that the figure should have " his belly
filled full of live catts who squawled most hideously, as
soone as they felt the fire," to the delight of the mob, who
shouted that this " wase ye language of ye Pope and ye
Divel in a dialogue betwixt them/5 These shows continued
for many years, and the burning of popes nearly ousted the
burning of Guy Fawkes from popular favour,
It was within a few days of this great pageant, namely,
on Thursday, November 2;th, at midnight, that the Duke
of Monmouth, against the King's orders, made his appear-
ance in London. The watch spread the news of his arrival,
and in the morning when it became known throughout the
city the bells rang in every church, bonfires were kindled,
and men and women shouted in the streets, " Joyful news
to England, ye Duke of Monmouth returned."
Charles Hatton, writing to his brother, says there were
more bonfires than there were at the Restoration. ** I
seriously protest," he writes, " I am most confident f
ther wase above 60 betwixt Temple Bar and Charing Cross,
The rabble being very numerous stopped all coaches, even
my Lord Chancellor's, and, wou'd not let him pass till he
cry'd ' God bless ye Duke of Monmouth!' . . . But,
though his Grace wase triumphantly received by ye people,
he wase not so at Court; for, yesterday morning early, he
went to wait on his Maty> but cou'd not be admitted into
his presence," Charles was naturally very angry at his
disobedience, and gave orders that the troops were to take
no orders from him. He came to his lodgings at the
Cockpit at Whitehall, but the King would not allow him
to stay there. Letters passed between father and son, and
when Monmouth found the King was adamant he retreated
to his house in Hedge Lane, where Shaftesbury visited him*
It would be irrelevant to this narrative to analyse
Shaftesbury's motives in supporting Monmouth's succes-
sion to the throne. The world at large has generally
accepted Dryden's story of Absalom and Achitophel as the
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